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Dur. viii. 2. 
And thou ſhalt remember all the 
Way which the Lord thy God led 
' thee theſe forty Years in the Wil- 
derneſs, to bumble thee, and to 
prove thee, to know what was in 
thine Heart; whether thou wouldſt 

keep his Commandments, or no. 


E are aſſembled together this 
Day, to begin a new Year, 

Ba with Acts of Piety and Cha- 
Ry rity ; and foraſmuch as a 
5 


feſtly ſeaſonable and ſubſer- 
vient to theſe excellent Purpoſes ; this is the 
Duty which I ſhall endeavour to explain 
and recommend to you in Dependance on 
the good Spirit of God for Aſſiſtance and 
Succeſs. | 
The Words which I have made Choice 
of, as the Subject of my Diſcourſe, were 
ſpoken by Moſes to the Children of Iſrael, 
* A 2 a little 


Er 


a lidl befols 1 Death and their Entrance 
into the Land of Promiſe, Moſes was an 
hundred and twenty Years old when he 
died, but by miraculous Supports from 
above his Nature was preſerved blooming 
and vigorous to the laſt, his Eye was not 
di im, nor his natural wes abated, Deut. 


Xxxiv. 7. And we have Reaſon' to think 


the Faculties of his Mind were no more 
impaired than the Frame of his Body. 

This Man of God had conducted his 
People under a Divine Direction forty Years 
in the Wilderneſs, in which Space of Time 
that rebellious and murmuring Generation 
that came out of Egyßt was gradually con- 
ſumed : None of Y em (fave Caleb and 


 Feſhua, who had another Spirit with them) 


were permitted to take Poſſeſſion of Canaan. 
— Moſes himſelf, the faithful Servant of the 
Lord, was denied this Privilege, becauſe 


he once ſpake unadviſedly with his Lips. 


An awful Monument of the Holineſs of 
God ! An awful Warning to his own Chil- 
dren in all Ages! He is a God that for- 
giveth them, but he oy take Ven ond 
on their Inventions. | 

When Moſes knew that the feof of his 
Departure was at hand, he called the Peo- 
ple together, and recited in their Hearing, 


the principal Laws of God that had been 


delivered to them, and the moſt memorable 
Inſtances of the Daine Conduct towards 
them 


F 


= 
them in the Courſe of their Pilgrimage; 
and in the Words of my Text, he exhorted 


them, as their dying Father and Leader, 


ſeriouſly to remember all the Diſpenſations 


of God to them, both comfortable and af- 


flictive, with the Reaſons and Ends of 
them, and how they ſhould be improved 
to their future Advantage. | 
Thou ſhalt remember all the Way which 
the Lord thy God led thee theſe forty Vears 
in the Wilderneſs, to humble thee and to 
prove thee to know what was in thine 
Heart, whether thou wouldſt keep his 
Commandments or no, and (ver. 16.) to do 
thee good at thy latter End. | 
The Apoſtle teacheth us, that all Things 
happened to the Children of Mael for En- 
ſamples, and are written for our Admoni- 
tion, upon whom the Ends of the World 
are come, 1 Cor. x. 11. Their Delive- 
rance from Egypt was a Type of our ſpiri- 
tual and eternal Redemption from Sin; 
Satan, the World, and Death, their long and 
weariſome Paſſage in the Wilderneſs, re- 
preſents the various Changes and Troubles 
of Human Life in general, and in particular 
the manifold Afflictions and Trials of the 
Righteous in their Way to Heaven; God's 
extraordinary Preſence with them in all 
their Progreſs from Egypt to Canaan; re- 
| ara the gracious Care he takes of his 
eople in their preſent State of Imperfection 
2 : and 
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and Diſtance from their happy Home. And 


(1.) That God's Conduct is a fulfillment 


[6] 


as the Views of the Divine Conduct towards 
his Servants in this Life are the ſame with 
thoſe expreſſed in my Text, vi. to hum- 
ble them and to prove them, to do them 
good at their latter End ; they muſt apply 
to themſelves the Exhortation here given 
to the Children of Mael; and though it is 
in a ſpecial Manner incumbent on good 
Men to remember all the Way which the 
Lord their God hath led them in the Wil- 
derneſs of this Life, none of us are exempted 
from the Obligation of this Duty. ka 
I ſhall therefore (1.) make ſome Obſer- 
vations on the Nature of Divine Conduct, 


which is the Subject of Recollection. 


(2.) Shew that it is our Duty to recollect 
the various Inſtances of the Divine Conduct 
towards us. (3.) In what Manner theſe 
Things ſhould be recollected. (4.) Offer 
ſome Motives to the Practice of this Duty. 
And in the concluding Application, we 
ſnall not forget that good Work of Charity, 
which is expected this Day. 


I begin (1.) with ſome Obſervations on 


the Nature of Divine Conduct, which is the 
Subject of Recollection. 


Divine Conduct includes all the Diſpen- 
ſations of God's Providence and Grace to us 
in the preſent State. And we may obſerve, 


of 


_—_ 
of his eternal Counſels, "LINER unto him 
are all his Works from the Beginning; he 
performeth the Thing that is appointed for 
us; for be worketh all Things after the Coun- 
fel of bis own Will, Eph. i. 11. the whole 
Scheme of Creation, Providence and Re- 
ption, was formed in his infinite * 
immutable Mind from all Eternity. 

(2.) The Divine Conduct is General or 
2 the firſt is common to all Men, 
latter is the Privilege of God's own 
People. Providence extends its Care to all 
Mankind, without Exception, and to all 
other Creatures in the Univerſe; none are 
above, none are below the Notice and Go- 
vernment of God; they that diſbelieve or 
— ard Providence, are nevertheleſs the 
= Subjes thereaf, — The Hearts of all Men 
are in the Hand of the Lord as well as their 
Breath, and their Times — he governs 
all their Actiong as Inſtruments ſubſervient 
to the Purpoſes of his Glory; the Way of 
Man is not in himſelf ; for f 9 a Man's 
Heart deviſeth his Way, yet the Lord directeth 
his Steps, Prov. xvi. 9. — He reſtraineth 
the worſt of Men from many Evils that are 
in their Hearts, he often changeth their 
Minds and Reſolutions by a ſudden Turn of 
Thought or of outward Circumſtances ; 
and when he ſuffers them to take their own 
Way; the Effects of their Actions are ab- 

ſolutely in his Management, and often 
prove 
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| 81 
prove quite contrary to their Intentions; 
- what they meant for Evil he meant for 
Sood. — God's infinite Eye ſurveys all 
Things paſt, preſent, and to come; his 
Almighty Arm ſuſtains the whole Franie 
of Nature; and as all the Powers of Crea- 
tures were originally derived from him, and 
are entirely dependent upon him, and ſub- 
ject to him; it is manifeſt, nothing can 
come to paſs without his Permiſſion or Ap- 
intment; his Dominion therefore is Su- 
preme and Univerſak— in him we live, and 
move, and have our Being the Hairs of 
our Heads, and the Months and Moments 
of our Lives are all numbered by him; the 
different Capacities of our Minds and Con- 
ſtitutions of our Bodies, the Bounds of our 
Habitation, our various Means of Know- 
ledge; and our Opportunities òf doing and 
receiving Good, the Circumſtances of Health 
and Sickneſs, Riches and Poverty, Comfort 
and Affliction, are allotted to us, by the 
great Creator and Governor of the World. 
— This is the Idea we ſhould retain in our 
Minds of the Divine Conduct, as it relates 
to Mankind in general. - Let us now 
briefly conſider God's ſpecial Conduct to- 
wards them that are his. He guides them 
by his Counſel as long as they live, and af- 
terwards receives them to Glory. For he 
' bath ſaid, - Iwill never. kave thee, nor forſake 
thee, Heb. xiii, 5, I will inſtruct thee, d 
1 teach 


* 


19] 
teach in thee the Way which thou ſhalt go: I 
will guide thee with mine Eye, Pl. xxxii. 8. 
David tells us, that the Eyes of the Lord 
are upon the Righteous, and his Eyes are open 
to their Cry, Pſ. xxxiv. 15. And that he 
Steps of a good Man are ordered by the 
Lord, Pf. xxxvii. 23. His Mercy is from 
Everlaſting to Everlaſting on them that fear 
him, and he performeth all Things for 
them ; in anſwer to their humble and fer- 
vent Prayers, he gives them ſpecial Counſel 
in many of their temporal Undertakings and 
Affairs; there are innumerable Examples 
of this Truth in the Scriptures, and they 
are confirmed by the Experience of the 
Saints from Age to Age ; but the moſt il- 
luſtrious Inſtances of Divine Conduct to- 
wards the Righteous, are thoſe that relate 
to the Intereſts of their Souls; the Way he 
takes by his Word, Providence and Spirit, 
to convince them of their Sin and Miſery, 
and to lead them to Chriſt by Faith ; the 
Methods he, after this Saving Change 
wrought in them, is pleaſed to make uſe of 
in order to confirm their Faith, to increaſe 
their Love, to mortify their Corruptions, 
to preſerve them from- falling, to recover 
them from Backſlidings and Declenſions, 
to corre& their Faults, to encourage them 
in their Duties, and prepare them for a 
bleſſed Eternity; theſe are Things that 
will be had in everlaſting Remembrance. 
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( 3.) I obſerve, that the Divine Conduct 
in many Particulars is myſterious, and to 
us incomprehenſible. We ſee not the 
Work of God from the Beginning to the 
End, and therefore are very incompetent 
Judges of it; ſometimes he makes himſelf 
manifeſt to us, and we hear the Voice be- 
hind us, ſaying, this is the Way walk ye 
therein, but very often he leads us in a Way 
that we know not, and yet it is the right 
Way to a City of Habitations; ; we are 
ready to cry out under perplexing Difficul- 
ties, all theſe Things are againſt us ; and if 
the Lord be with us, why are we thus ? 
But good Men, whatever they may think of 
their Caſes, are continually with him ; and he 
will make all Things work together for 
their Good. --- What he doeth, perhaps, 
we know not now, but der we ſhall 
know. 
lo obſerve therefore, (4.) That the Divine 

Conduct is abſolutely perfect. God's Work 
is perfect, for all bis Ways are Judgment: 
A God of Truth and without Iniquity, juſt 
and right is be, Deut. xxxii. 4. His Diſ- 
penſations to impenitent Sinners in this Life, 
are not only equal, but good and merciful, 
and have a Tendency to their Converſion 
and Happineſs ; and what is the Aim and 
Deſign of all his Dealings with his own 
Children, but to humble them, and to 
prove them, and to do them good at their 


latter 
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latter End ? He ſeeth ſhameful Remains of 
Pride, even in the beſt of them here below ; 
and by Mercies and Judgments, with the 
attending Influences of ba Spirit, he ſub- 
dues this evil Principle, and nouriſhes the 
Grace of Humility, which is the Soul and 
the very Eſſence of Chriſtianity. --- And by 
both theſe Ways of Conduct, he proves 
them, not to inform himſelf, but to diſco- 
ver to them what is in their Hearts. — 
Abraham's Faith and Job's Patience were 
made manifeſt by the grievous Trials ap- 
pointed to them. Hezekiah's Pride, and 
Peter's Preſumption and Self-confidence 
were expoſed by ſuitable Temptations, and 
their Miſcarriages are recorded as Warnings 
to all of us, That he that thinks be flandeth 
may take heed left he fall, 2 Ch. xxxii. 3 15 
Matt. xxvi. 60, &c. 

God will try his People, Zech. xiii. 9. 
I will bring the third Part through the Fire, 
and will refine them as Silver is refined, and 
try them as Gold is tried: they ſhall call on my 
Name, and Twill hear them: Twill ſay, it is my 
People, and they ſhall ſay the Lord is my God, 

And the great Intention of all his humb. 
ling and trying Allotments is to do them 
Good at their latter End, or to prepare them 
for Death and Heaven. David's Obſerva- 
tion is very wiſe and good, Mark the perfect 
Man, and behold the Upricte : For the End 
ff that Man is Peace, Pf, xxxvii. 37. 1 
B 2 con- 
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confeſs ſome upright Perſons have gone out 
of the World in a dark Cloud; but as all 
the Righteous are prepared for Death, ſo 
many of them finiſh Life with triumphant 
Joy ; and this has been the Happineſs of 
ſome Chriſtians, who were almoſt all their 


Life-time ſubject to Bondage through Fear 


of Death. --- In the Even-tide God has gi- 
ven them Light, and wiped away all Tears 


from their Eyes, with the tender Hand of 


a loving Father ! --- «© My dear Child, oft 
<« haſt thou doubted whether thy Love to 
« me was fincere and ſuperlative ; I ſaw 
<« how painful this Thought was to thee, 
« ] ſaw the Integrity of thy Heart, and 
« gave thee ſome Tokens of the Kindneſs 
e of my Heart; and now, behold, I am 
* come An put an End to all thy Conflicts 
te and Fears thou ſhalt enter into Peace, a 
te boundleſs Eternity of Joy and Praiſe ſhall 
« ſucceed the few Years of thy Mourning ! ” 

Happy Afflictions that lead to ſuch an 
End ! The Nature of Divine Conduct being 
conſidered, we proceed (2.) to ſhew, that 
it is our Duty to recolle& the various In- 
ſtances of Divine Conduct towards us. 

It is a Duty incumbent on Sinners and 
Saints. (I.) Sinners (I mean impenitent 
and unreconciled Sinners) ſhould attend to 
this Duty. Thus ſaith che Lord of Hoſts, 
Remember this, and ſhew yourſelves Men: Bring 
it again to Mind, 0 yeTranſgreſſors, IC. xlvi. 8. 

1 ©, thoughts 
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O thoughtleſs and ungrateful Creature, 
« (does God ſay to the Sinner that has hi- 
« therto lived, as without , him in the 
« World) I haye led thee thus far in the 
« Wilderneſs of this Life, though thou haſt 
% not known me; I brought thee into the 
* Light of this World, and thou waſt caſt 
“upon me from thy Mother's Womb; 1 
“ ſupported thee in the feeble and helpleſs 
* Seaſon of Infancy ; I carried thee through 
« the Periods of Childhood and Youth ; 
« I have fed thee all thy Life long, and re- 
F* deemed thee from Evil; I have protected 
* and defended thee ; given thee a Meaſure 
„ of Health, Eaſe, and other temporal 
F< Enjoyments ; I have favoured thee with 
* my Word and Ordinances, the Means of 
5 Grace and Salvation; many Years have I 
« waited for thy Return, and now I call 
« thee to recollect the Patience and Good- 
* neſs I have exerciſed towards thee, and go 
te not on in a way of Ungodlineſs and Sin] ” 

(2.) The Children of God are more eſ- 
pecially called to this Duty ; for the Hand 
of God hath been upon them for Good 
from the Beginning of Life unto this Day --= 
before their Converſion they were ſpared 
in Mercy — what had become of Saul 
if he had been cut off while a Perſecu- 
tor, a Blaſphemer and Injurious ? What 
had become of the penitent Thief, if he 

had * Slain in his Wickedneſs, before 


he 
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he was acquainted with Jeſus Chriſt ? 
What had been the State of the Goaler if 
the Earthquake that ſhook the Foundation 
of the Priſon had ſwallowed him up before 
his Conſcience was awakened, and Mercy 
directed him to an all-ſufficient Saviour? 
And what had been thy Doom O Chriſtian, 
(whoſGever thou art that heareſt me at this 
Time) if God had not been patient and 
long-ſuffering towards thee in the Seaſon of 
thy Ignorance and Rebellion ? How great 
was the Power of God, that at length ſub- 
dued thy Heart, and made thee a willing 
Subject of Chriſt's Kingdom? How Rich 
and Sovereign the Mercy that pardoned all 
thy Sins, and covered thee with the Gar- 
ment of Chriſt's perfect and everlaſting 
Righteouſneſs? And how numerous and 
endearing have been the Effects of God's 
paternal Love and Faithfulneſs to thee ever 
ſince thou waſt taken into his Family? 
Some of them have been already mentioned, 
and ſurely they deſerve the moſt ſerious and 
affectionate Remembrance — whoever there- 
fore may think himſelf unconcerned in the 
Subject of this Diſcourſe, I perſuade myſelf 
every ſincere Chriſtian will be ready to ac- 
knowledge his Obligation, to remember 
all the Way which the Lord his God hath 
led him in the Wilderneſs of this Life. 

Let us now conſider (3.) what Sort of 
Remembrance this ſhould be, — 
It 


- 
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It is not an idle muſing on paſt Events 
that I would now recommend to you, but 
a Recollection accompanied (1.) with hum- 
ble and fervent Prayer for the teaching of 
God's holy Spirit — when we enter on ſuch 
a Work as this, the Prayer of the Pſalmiſt 
is very ſeaſonable, Pſ. xxv. 4. Shew me thy 
Ways, O Lord ; teach me * Paths. — Oh! 
leave me not to the Blindneſs of my own 
Underſtanding, but ſet thy Diſpenſations 
before me in a clear Light, that I may 
know thy Mind in them, and what thou 
requireſt of me. — If we aſk Wiſdom of 
God through Chriſt in Faith it ſhall be gi- 

ven us. 

(2.) This Duty ſhould be attended with 
ſerious and diligent Self- examination — 
when we remember God's Way we muſt 
not forget our own, but conſider well our 
State, Temper and Practice. What 

am I? A Chriſtian, or an unreconciled 
« Sinner ? Is there Peace between God and 
« my Soul through Jeſus Chriſt? Have J 
<« entered into his Service by the ſtrait Gate 
« of a ſound Converſion ? What Progreſs 
have I made in the Chriſtian Life? What 
* Improvement of my Time and Talents, 
«© Mercies and Afflictions? Do my Graces 
« increaſe with my Years? As I am conti- 
nually approaching nearer to another 

World, am I more abſtracted from Earth 
ce and fitted for Heaven? Theſe are im- 


portant 


4 


LT 
portant Queſtions ; we ſhould ſeriouſly 
| Propoſe them to our Conſciences, and pati- 
ently ſtay for an Anſwer. 

(3.) We ſhould repent and apply to 
Mercy, through a Mediator, for the 1 or- 
giveneſs of all our Sins. 

If we recollect God's Diſpenſations to us 
(as we ought) we ſhall remember our Faults 
this Day. Some of us (I fear) have perſiſted 
unto this Hour in a wilful Courſe of Ini- 
quity, notwithſtanding all the Means that 
have been uſed to reclaim us; we have 
trampled on the Laws of God, and deſpiſed 
his rich Goodneſs, Forbearance and Long- 
ſuffering towards us ; he hath daily loaded 
us with his Benefits, but we have wearied 
him with our Sins, and cauſed him to ſerve 
with our Iniquities ; he hath bound us in 
the Fetters of Affliction, but we have not 
cried unto him; he hath ſmitten us, but 
we have not received Correction; how 
many Calls, Warnings, and Offers of Mercy 
have we rejected? And ſhall not the Time 
paſt ſuffice us to have done the Will of the 
Fleſh ? Is it not high Time for us to be- 
think ourſelves, to mourn and weep, and - 
call upon God, for Chriſt's Sake, to par- 
don and convert us? We ſhould repent to 
Day, for we may die To-morrow, and 
ſooner, it may be, for we know not what 
one Hour may bring forth. I:maſt add, 


Fynn this Head, that the beſt of Men, when 
| 18 
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they reflect on the Divine Conduct, com- 


pared with their own, will ſee abundant 
Reaſon for Repentance ? Alas ! How little 
Good have we done? How flothful have 
we been in our Maſter's Buſineſs ? How 
often have we violated our holy Engage- 
ments? How little Proportion has there 
been in our Fruitfulneſs to our Mercies, and 
the Time of their Continuance with us ? 
We ſhould therefore humble ourſelyes be- 
fore our heavenly Father, look to the recon- 
ciling Blood of Jeſus, and implore the Aſ- 
fiſtances of his Spirit, that we may conſider 


our Ways and turn our Feet to God's Teſti- 
monies, chat we may make Haſte and not 


delay to keep his Commandments. --- This 
is an Exercife, Chriſtians, more peculiarly 


ſeaſonable, in the near Proſpect you now 


have of the Ordinance of the Lord's Supper ; 

a broken and a contrite Heart is a Sacrifice 
which God will accept through the atoning 
Saerifice of His dear Son, the Lamb of 
God, that taketh ny the Sin of the 


| World. 


(4) We ſhould adore and praiſe God 
for all the Loving-kindneſs and Faithful- 
neſs he hath manifeſted to us in the Courſe 


of our Pilgrimage. 


HFitherto the Lord hath helped us, hav- 
ing obtained Help of him we remain unto 
this Day --- what ſhall we render to him 
for al his Benefits ? For his ſparing Mercy, 

C which 


18 

which hath preſerved us ſo many Vears in a 
calamitous and dying World? For his pro- 
yiding Mercy, which hath ſupplied our nu- 
merous Neceflities ? And above all, what 
ſhall we render to him for his redeeming 
Mercy, for the Miſhon of his Son to ſeck 
and ſave us, for the Gift of his Spirit to us, 
for any good Hopes we have through Grace, 
of Forgiveneſs, Acceptance, and a Right to 
eternal Life? 


Oh! that Men would "raiſe the Lord 


for his Goodneſs, and for his' wonderful 
Works, to the Chil of Men! 


And | in this Service of Thankſgiving we 


-muſt take ſpecial Notice. of ſpecial Mercies 


-— have we been recovered from dangerous 
Diſeaſes of Body, in which all Hope of Life 
failed ? Have we been delivered from de- 


vouring Flames, Sons of Violence, or other 


impending Evils ? Have we. been directed 


in difficult Circumſtances, relieved in preſ- 


ſing Wants, and ſu pported under grievous 
Troubles ? Hath the Lord refreſhed our 
Souls in Seaſons of ſpiritual Darkneſs with 
the Tokens of his Love? Oh let theſe 
ſingular Bleſſings be acknowledged with 
the warmeſt Gratitude and Affection 

(5.) We ſhould truſt in God for future 
80 4 O Chriſtian, has God been thy 
Sun and Shield in tlie paſt Periods of thy 
Life, and will he not be thy Guide unto 


* Has he been thy Help, and wilt 
| thou 
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thou not ſtill truſt under the Shadow of his 
Wings ? Will not this God be thy God for 
ever and ever? Yes --- for he hath made 
with thee an everlaſting Covenant, that he 
will not depart from thee to do thee Good, but 
will put his Fear into thy Heart, that thou 
ſhalt not depart from him, Jer. xxxli. 40. 
So that thou may'ſt boldly fay, the Lord 
ſhall deliver me from every evil Work, 
and preſerve me to his heavenly Kingdom ; 
and, I am perſuaded, That neither Death, 
nor Life, nor Angels, nor Principalities, nor 
Powers, nor Things preſent, nor Things to 
come, nor Height, nor Depth, nor any other 
Creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate me from 
the Love of God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus my 
Lord, Rom. viii. 38, 39. Bo. 

(6.) We ſhould reſolve, through Grace, 
to ſerve the Lord in Righteouſneſs and Ho- 
lineſs all the remaining Days of our Lives 
— this is a Reſolution that muſt be often 
renewed in the Chriſtian Life; and, it is 
evidently ſuitable, after a ſolemn Review of 
the Divine Conduct, conſidered in Connec- 
tion with our Behaviour : We ſhould, on 
this Occaſion, yield ourſelves afreſh to God 
in Chriſt, with fixed Purpoſes of New Obe- 
dience; fully determined to walk more 
watchfully, and be more diligent and con- 
ſtant in all the perſonal and relative Offices 
of Life, in all the Ordinances and Statutes 
of God, to redeem our Time, and wait for 
C2 our 


I . 
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our great Change in the Way of F aith, 
Patience and Righteouſneſs. And theſe 
Reſolutions muſt be made in the Strength 
of Chriſt, whoſe Grace is ſufficient for us, 
and who is able to keep us from falling, 
and to preſent us faultleſs before the Pre- 
ſence of his Glory, with exceeding Joy. 

I go on (4.) to offer ſome Motives to the 
Practice of the Duty, which hath been ex- 


plained, 


(7.3) This is our reaſonable Service, the 
roper Exerciſe of our rational Faculties —- 
inconſideration (eſpecially of divine and 
eternal Things) finks a Man below the 
Beaſts that periſh — this is the Teftimony 
of God himſelf. /. i. 3. The Ox knowetb 
his Owner, and the Aſs bis Maſter's Crib + 
But Ifrael doth not know, my People do not 
conſider, and Fer. viii. 7. The Stork in the 
Heaven knoweth her appointed Times ; and 
the Turtle, and the Crane, and the Swallow, 
obſerve the Time of their Coming, but my 
People know not the Judgment of the Lord. 
(2.) The Obſervance of this Duty is one 


of the diſtinguiſhing Characters of good 


Men — the Ungodly confider not the 
Works of the Lord nor the Operations of 
his Hand ; they are a People that do err- 
in their Hearts, and have not known his 
Ways ; but the Eyes of the Righteous are 
ever towards the Lord, attending to the va- 
rious Motions of his Hand, and the Diſ- 

| COVETIES 
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coveries of his Perfections in the Govern- 
ment of the World and the Church, and 
in his ordering of their own Lot — they 
acknowledge him in all the Varieties of 
their external Condition ; and they obſerve, 
with ſpecial Care, the different Aſpects of 
the Father of Spirits on their Minds, and 
. can diſtinguiſh his Preſence and his Abſence, 
his Smiles and his Frowns ; this Diſcern- 
ment is an eſſential Property of the ſpiritual 
| (3+) By the right Diſcharge of this Duty 


we ſhall glorify God — for how can we 


glorify God, but by a due Notice of his 


Wiſdom, Sovereignty, Power, Goodneſs 


and Truth, diſplayed in his Word and 
Works ? And to glorify God is Man's chief 
End, the Honour and Excellency of his 
reaſonable Nature, and the Sum of all his 
Duty — all Creatures above and below, and 
round about us, glorify God paſſively, as 


are the Works of his Hands; but we 


mult glorify him actively, by aſcribing to 


him the Honour due to his Name; and 


them that thus honour him he will honour. 

(4.) There is an inexpreſſible Pleaſure 
in this Duty — Oh ! how delightful muſt 
it be to a good Man, in a religious Frame 
of Mind, to ſit down and review the Diſ- 
penſations of Providence and Grace to him, 
the Fulfillment of Scripture-Promiſes and 
Threatnings in his paſt Experiences, the 


admi- 
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admirable Adj uſtment of Things in the 
the Hiſtory of his Life, and the joint Ope- 
ration of all Events for his true Intereſt ?. 


This Recollection gives the moſt pure and 


ſubſtantial Joy, a Joy far Superior to all the 
Pleaſures of Senſe, and the more refined 
Entertainments of philoſophic Speculations; 
a Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory. 
(5.) Conſider the manifold Advantages 
of this Duty — it is an excellent Means of 
enlarging our Acquaintance with God and 


; ourſelves, and conſequently of preſerving 


us from Evil, and of keeping us in the 
Ways of Devotion, Humility, Faith, Hope, 
Patience and Holineſs, and ſo of preparing 
us for the World of unmixed and eternal 
Happineſs, where every Deſire ſhall be ſa- 
tisfied, and all our * filled with 
Enjoyment. 

What remains now, is the Application 
of the Subject. And as the whole Diſ- 
courſe hath been practical, I ſhall only beg 
Leave to offer a Word of Exhortation to 
two Sorts of Perſons, the Cagſleſs and the 
truly Religious --- it is grievous to think 
how many there are, even in this Land 
of Goſpel-light, who, through a Dilbelief 
of Religion, or a criminal Neglect of their 
profeſſed Principles, live as without God 
in the World; they know they are dying 
Creatures, but they manifeſt as little Re- 


"_ 


„„ 


gard to a Future State, as if they were ſure 


they ſhould live for ever in this, or that 


their Exiſtence would terminate with their 
- Breath. --- The great God calleth every 
one of us this Day to remember and re- 
pent, and he enforceth his Command by 
the moſt awful and affectionate Expoſtu- 
lations: O! thoughtleſs Tranſgreſſor, he 
ſpeaks to thee in ſuch Language as this 
Behold, now is the accepted Time! Be- 


hold, now is the Day of Salvation! Wilt 


thou not, from this Time, cry unto me, 


my Father, my Father? Wilt thou not be 


made clean? When ſhall it once be? Waſh 
thine Heart from Wickedneſs that thou 
mayeſt be ſaved; how long ſhall thy vain 
Thoughts lodge within thee ? 7ST 
Does thy offended Creator and 4 
expreſs ſo kind and compaſſionate a Con- 
cern for thy Happineſs? And wilt thou 
be regardleſs of it? God forbid! Oh! 
bow thy Knees to the Father of Mercies, 
in the Name of Chriſt, the only Mediator, 
and ſay unto him, take away all Iniquity, 
and receive me graciouſly; turn thou me, 
and I ſhall be turned - but I muſt like- 
wiſe addreſs to real Chriſtians --- Oh! let 
the Counſel that has been given you at this 
Time be acceptable to you! Remember all 
the Way which the Lord your God hath 
led you in this Wen and the wiſe 
and 


2.7 

and gracious Ends of his Difpenſations. --- 
Study the Providence of God, and attend 
more than ever to the internal Operations 
of his Grace. --- Hamble yourſelves for your 
Miſ-improvements of his precious Benefits; 
and preſent to him, through Chriſt, a plen- 
tiful Thanks-offering for all his Goodneſs 
to you. --- But to come to the laſt: Part of 
my preſent Work; if we are thus diſpoſed, 
in the Remembrance of God's Ways, and 
our own, we ſhall not want many Argu- 
ments to excite us to Acts of Charity; for 
theſe are natural Expreſſions of our Grati- 
tude to God, and the Senſe we have of our 

Unworthineſs of the leaſt of his Mercies. --- 
J therefore apply to you, with chearful 
Hope of Succeſs, for ſome Fruits of your 
Chriſtian Benevolence, to a confiderable 
Number of poor Children, in your Pre- 
fence, who are educated in the Charity- 
School in Gravel-lane, Southwark. --- The 
Account I have in my Hands of the State 
of this School, is this --- 


The Foundation of it was in the Year 
© 1687, in the Reign of King James the 
L Second; when @ School was fet up by 
e one Poulton, a Jefuit ; and public Notice 
ce given, that he would inſtruct the Chil- 
« dren of the Poor gratis; upon which 
« Mr. Arthur Shallet, Mr. Samuel War- 

| _ | « burton, 
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« burton, and Mr. Ferdinands Holland, (all 
Members of this Church in the Reverend 


« Mr. Nathamel Vincent's Time) laid the 
4 Foundation of this School, to avoid the 
c dangerous - Conſequences of a Popiſh 
School, and to provide for the Inſtruc- 
« tion of the Poor in the Proteſtant Way. 
« The Number of Scholars at firſt was 
« Forty, afterwards increaſed to Fifty, and 
and now to One Hundred and Forty. --- 
< They are here taught to Read, Write and 
« Cypher, and are alſo inſtructed in the 
« Aflembly's Catechiſm, in order to their 
« being qualified for the Service of God 
% and Man. It may be ſaid to be the 
&« firſt School the Proteſtant Diſſenters were 
* concerned in. --- Here Objects are re- 
<« ceived without Diſtinction of Parties, the 
“ general Good being intended. — It is 


* ſituated in one of the pooreſt Parts about 


«« the City; and the Children of the pooreſt 
e Sortof Watermen, Fiſhermen, and Others, 
e are here taught without any Expence 
<« to their Parents, and are furniſhed with 
5 Bibles, Teſtaments, Catechiſms, Writ- 
«ing and Cyphering Books, 5 


. + The Charges have been defrayed | by 


the Gifts and Subſcriptions of private 
<«« Perſons, with an annual Collection in 
this Place on this Day, together with 
„ As yoo 2 ve Ladd „ the 
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te the kind Remembrance of the ſaid School 
* by ſome in their laſt Wills.“ | 


Many abler Preachers, who have gone 
before me in this Service, have pleaded the 
Cauſe of Charity-Schools, (under proper 
Regulations,) and ſet forth the recommend- 
ing Circumſtances of this School in parti- 
cular, with great Advantage. — I ſhalt 
therefore ſay but little on this Subject. — 
It is certain, the Education of Children 1s 
of vaſt Conſequence to the Public, for the 
Happineſs or Miſery of all Communities muſt 
very much depend on the Principles and 

Manners of the riſing Generation. — Thoſe 
that are bleſſed with Affluence in Life, juſtly 
reckon it among the chief of their Privi- 
leges, that they are able to give their dear 
Oft-ſpring an Education ſuitable to their 
Birth and Circumſtances; and if they are 
truly wiſe, and good Men, they will be 
greatly concerned 'to have their Children 
trained up in the Nurture and Admonition 
of the Lord; the Children of the Poor, 

| Whoſe Parents cannot furniſh them with 
any Means of a tolerable Education, are 
doubtleſs Objects of Pity, — I grant, they 
are not generally to expect ſuch a Degree 
of Inſtruction as thoſe born in a higher 
Rank are entitled to; but ſurely the Prin- 

ciples of Humanity (and much more _ 

| 0 
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of Chriſtianity) will not ſuffer us, without 
Reluctance, to ſee them utterly neglected, 
and ſent out into an evil World deſtitute of 


that Meaſure of Knowledge, which is highly 


_ expedient to their being good Men, good 
Subjects of Civil Society, and uſeful Perſons 
in the lower Stations of Life, which Pro- 
vidence ſeems to have allotted them --- who 


can think, without Compaſſion, of the 


many that are brought up from their 


Childhood in Profaneneſs and Immorality, 
and then caſt upon the World untaught, 
undiſciplined Creatures, inclined to all Evil, 
and fit for nothing but to diſturb the 


Peace of Society, and work out their own 


Deſtruction ? How much more comfort- 
able will the Review of an Act of Charity, 
for the Support of the Education of poor 


Children be to us, eſpecially in a dying 


Hour, than the Remembrance of unnece 

ſary Expences in Dreſs, Food, and the 
vain Pleaſures of this Life? Oh! the 
pure and exalted Satisfaction that is in- 
cluded in Works of Chriſtian Benevo- 
lence! No Words can deſcribe it. --- To 


think I am now following the Father of 


Mercies, as one of his dear Children, by 


a humble Imitation of his Goodneſs and 


Compaſſion; I am now following the 
amiable Example of my Saviour Jeſus 


| Chriſt, who went about doing Good; 1 
D 2 obey 
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obey his Command; 1 expreſs my grate- 
ful Senfe of his unparalelled Grace, who 
was Rich, but became Poor for my Sake; 
that I, through his Poverty, might be 
Rich; I now ſow Seed that may ſpring 
ap many Days hence to the Glory of 

, to my own Comfort m this World, 
and my eternal Joy in the Day of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ; Oh! this is a Pleaſure that 
exceeds the Imagination of thoſe who are 
Strangers to the Exereiſe of er 
at 1 
| But not to multiply Arguments on the 

Generel Head of CG rob I ſhall con- 
clude, with a few Remotes on the State 
of this School, for which I am to beg 
your kind Encouragement. --- The Anti- 
zity and the Increaſe of it deſerve your 
Confideration, it has ſubſiſted about One 
and Sbety Fears, and from a ſmall Be- 
| ginning is grown into a very cha- 
ritable* Foundation. ---- I hope we ſhall 
not be willing to let fo good a Work 
decline; in our Days. The Seaſon and 
canon of the ſetting up of this School 
are worthy of your Notice: It was found- 
ed in dark and troubleous Times, and 
in Oppofition to Popery, which was com- 
ing in, like a Flood, upon theſe Lands. 
And if we conſider, how artful and inde- 
fanggadle the — of Rome are, to 
| this 
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this Day, in their Endeavours to ana 


the Minde of the common People, and 
recollect the late wicked Attempt, that 
was made to dethrone our moſt gracious 
and only rightful Sovereign, and to in- 
troduce Popiſh Darkneſs, Idolatry and Sla- 
very, into theſe Nations; we ſhall ſee the 
fame Reaſons for the Continuance of this 
Sehool (with others of the like Nature) 
that moved the worthy Gentlemen, whoſe 
Names have been read to you, to lay the 
Foundation of it. -— And as the pious Per- 
fons, who firſt embarked in this Canſe, 
were all Members of this Church yorr, 
my Friends, will look upon this School, as 
ſtanding, in a ſpecial Relation to you; and, 
J hope, will not be weary ef that, which 
is your | Honour, 1 e our annud} Con- 
5 — of all . Objects, — Diftinc- 


tion of Parties, is a Cireumſtance of this 


Charity, that ſhould, I think, recommend 
it to the Eſteem and Affection of wiſe and 
good Men. 


The prudent Manner of Education, in this 


School, ſets it clear of the principal Objections 


that hw been urged againſt Charities of this _ 


Sort; for here is nothing to flatter the Pride 
of poor Children, and to raiſe them above 
_ themſelves, but only a due Care to inſtruct 
them in the * of the Chriſtian Re- 


ligion, 


” 
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ligion, as they are abridged in that excel- 
lent Form of ſound Words, the Aſſembly's 
Catechiſm, and to teach them to Read, 
Write and Cypher ; that is, to qualify them 
for Uſefulneſs in the lower Forms of Life, 
and above all, to lead them, by the Bleſſing 
of God, into the Paths of Truth and Holi- 
neſs in their early Years. So that I appre- 
hend this Charity is unexceptionably Juſt 
— ²˙ 44; 


I beſeech you, therefore, Brethren, by 
the Mercies of God, which have followed 
you all the Days of your Lives; and, in 
particular, by the Mercies of the laſt Year, 
to communicate with chearful Liberality to 
the Encouragement of this School. And 
may the Lord accept and reward your Be- 
nevolence, thro' the Merits of our dear and 
only Redeemer Jeſus Chriſt, to whom with 
the Father and the Holy Ghoſt be Glory 
for ever. Amen. | 
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